
The Witness of Manipulation Pt. I 
by Rabbi Manuel Rodriguez Jr. !
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age” – Mt 24:19-20. !
In the life of a believer, we are given ultimate direction concerning our life, our behavior, 
our character, our nature, and most importantly; our witness.  In the Scriptures the L-RD 
Yeshua has given us the power (authority) to witness according to His righteousness and 
according to His Word.  “Teach them to observe all that I commanded,” is what the       
L-RD had told us in His Word.  We are to go out and not only tell people of His 
wonderful salvation, but to also teach them concerning His wonderful salvation.  This is 
the process known as discipleship; and this is our Biblical mandate.   !
In the world of modern Christianity, there are many books, manuals, teachings, and 
models concerning the correct way to evangelize and bring disciples into the Kingdom of 
Heaven.  It’s interesting; because in each of these you will find it stated as being the 
correct way and modeled after the Biblical standard.  I wonder, “How did the early 
disciples ever manage to spread the Word, when they only had the Bible to rely upon?”   !
This is not to say that G-D did not give us men and women to be used by Him to guide 
and teach His disciples in the ways of the L-RD (Eph 4:11).  However, when one decides 
to go beyond what is written concerning matters of faith and doctrine this is a violation of 
Scripture (1 Cor 4:6).  Once one receives knowledge through “special revelation 
knowledge” or by “extra-biblical revelation,” one has violated Scripture and has gone 
beyond what is written.  One may interpret Scripture concerning discipleship, and utilize 
that which has been revealed only through Scripture, but must not change the intent of 
Scripture.  G-D, through His Holy Word has given us the plan of evangelism and 
discipleship through His Holy Spirit and through His Son, where concerning all matters 
of faith has been closed in the Canon of Scripture.  In the Canon of Scripture, concerning 
G-D the Father, G-D the Son, and G-D the Holy Spirit all revelation should be considered 
final; “For all the Prophets (N’vaim) and the Law (Torah) prophesied until John” – Mt 
11:13.  There should be no new revelation, but only what is called, illumination; “Your 
Word is a Lamp to my feet, a Light to my path” – Ps 119:105.   !
Concerning modern programs dealing with evangelism and discipleship, (which are 
many), there is one that stands out.  This program I believe, is not only violates Scripture, 
but is a witness unto the manipulations of man and appeals only to the self-centeredness 
innate desire of man.  The program to which I am referring is called the “Government of 
the Twelve,” otherwise known as “G12.” !



In a nutshell the G12 movement is described as; “the Government of Twelve is when a 
trained and approved leader, serving under the spiritual authority of the pastor, gives 
spiritual oversight to twelve others for the purpose of discipleship and personal 
evangelism.”   The G12 is the latest way and most innovative way to grow a 1

congregation, without relying on traditional Biblical methods.  It is a cell group model 
advertised as being directly revealed by Jesus Christ Himself separate from the Bible via 
“special revelation” from a new “apostle” of the Church today, namely Cesar Castellanos 
of Bogota, Colombia.   !
“G-12, short for Government of 12, is a discipleship strategy pioneered by Cesar and 
Claudia Castellanos of Mission Charismatica Internationale in Bogotá, Colombia.”   2

!
At first glance this statement may not seem too threatening or revealing, but it should 
warrant closer examination.  A closer examination of this statement reveals that the 
strategy of this movement is man-centered and falls in with the modern fads of the 
“Church Growth Movement.”  Within this statement one may ask, “What is so wrong 
with discipleship and a discipleship strategy?”  In its Biblical context, discipleship is 
mandated by the L-RD and essential for the growth of the Faith.  However, the basis of 
this statement makes no mention of Biblical context and sets up for itself a government, 
which implies a hierarchy. Steven Mitchell in his article “Glancing at the G12 
Movement” states;  “Further study shows that it is indeed pyramidal in structure with the 
discipler emerging as the pinnacle of authority over his expanding base of twelve 
subordinates.”  In other words, G12 does not resemble anything Biblically based, but 
closer resembles that of a pyramid scam. !
Basing our ideology and beliefs on and in the Word of G-D, one is protected from 
venturing into the forbidden regions of extra-biblical revelation and/or visions that are 
separate from the Word and will of G-D as it is revealed to us in the Holy Bible; “Until 
we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of G-D, to a mature 
man, to the measure of the stature, which belongs to the fullness of Messiah.  As a result, 
we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by 
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by  craftiness in deceitful scheming;   but 
speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the Head 
(Messiah)” – Eph 4:13-15.  In short, if we place our faith in the Word of G-D, we will 
recognize false teaching and doctrine when it is placed before us.  Sadly, false teachers 
are dependent on the ignorance of believers and are able to capitalize upon this 
ignorance.  And what is most distressing most believers today, do not even concern 
themselves with daily Bible study and meditation on the Word of G-D.  The Word of G-D 
has been reduced from the standard of our beliefs to a systematic philosophy of 
guidelines.  Many have forsaken G-D’s standard for the experiential means of godhood.   
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One may think that these words are harsh or un-loving concerning the Body of Messiah.  
However, how helpful would it be if a doctor whom you trusted knew that you had 
cancer, yet refused to tell you because he was afraid of hurting your feelings?  This 
doctor wouldn’t be helpful whatsoever, and in your ignorance you would head to your 
demise, without regard of its affects and its dangers.  This is the danger of false teaching 
and doctrine.  "Not everyone who says to Me, ‘L-RD, L-RD,’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.”Many will say 
to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your Name, and in Your Name cast 
out demons, and in Your Name perform many miracles?' "And then I will declare to them, 
'I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS (you who 
are without Torah).' – Mt 7:21-23.  

What is so dangerous about the G12 and its strategy?  First, the “pioneers” of this 
movement, Julio and Claudia Castellanos, claim, “It is based on a vision from the Lord 
about how to reach the world with the Good News.”  Clearly, they admit that its basis is 
not Biblical and that L-RD Himself was wrong in His approach to evangelism and 
discipleship.  This implies that G-D found it necessary to correct His methods that have 
been taught in His Word to believers throughout the centuries concerning evangelism and 
discipleship.  In other words, G-D was wrong and saw fit to reveal this “new revelation” 
to a so-called “apostle” of the Third Wave.  This is a clear violation of Scripture; “G-D, 
after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in may portions and in many ways, 
in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, 
through whom also He made the world” – Heb 1:1-2.  We are not to go beyond what has 
already been revealed as the standard of G-D’s command by G-D Himself to “make 
disciples of all nations,” using His Word and some extra-biblical revelation given to a 
human man.    

Although, Castellanos claims that this vision was given to him concerning G-D’s usage of 
the number 12 in Scripture, this doesn’t mean it is founded in Scripture.  The manner by 
which Castellanos uses the number 12 is not even mentioned in Scripture nor, has been 
ever used by the early Church.  How, could the Church, for 2000 years have missed such 
an opportunistic revelation?  They didn’t; because this is not a Biblical model.  

Castellanos and others claim, “The key to success in this model is found in leading 
groups of 12. Jesus taught us this lesson through His own example. He did not deal with 
people based on their obvious abilities, but according to the potential He knew they had 
within.”  Is this true?  Should we, like Messiah base our ministry and find our leaders 
based upon their abilities?  Should we continuous forsake those who are less charismatic 
and appear to lack in “obvious ability” to lead the way for discipleship?  This is how cults 
are started.   

Castellanos attempts to spiritualize a number and use it as a means of Church growth, 
which isn’t supported by Scripture.  The number 12 represents the 12 Tribes of Israel and 
not any spiritual method of evangelism or discipleship.  If this were true, then our 
Churches wouldn’t be able to completely operate if we didn’t have 700 choice men in 



every congregation, who were left –handed and able to sling “power-packed” stones of 
prayer at the enemy (Judges 20:16).  The L-RD has simply called each of us to make 
disciples of all nations, which would be done by the power of His Holy Spirit and not 
through the abilities of men.  “I am the vine you are the branches; he who abides in Me 
and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing” – Jon 15:5.  
Nowhere in Scripture did Messiah tell us to follow or trust in a strategy of this kind.  He 
told to simply trust in Him.  Some believers will go through whole Christian life and 
never see a single convert.  Yet, they may have planted a tremendous amount of seed (not 
money), of the Word of G-D in the hearts of those who they came into contact with (1 
Cor 3:6-7).      

You may ask, “Who are you to judge such a program, if you haven’t even tried it?”  First, 
Scripture supports judgment among believers (Acts 16:15), and second, you don’t have to 
try something to know it’s not right (1 Cor 10:23).  Coincidentally, I have had experience 
with this G12 movement some time ago, in a Church that I had once attended.  I was 
presented this program by the pastor to consider if it were Scriptural or not.  I found that 
it didn’t stand up to Scripture based on the presentation of one being called to trust in a 
strategy, rather than the Word of G-D for success.  I found this out even before I knew 
that this was related to the “G12 Movement.”  If one examines and judges for himself 
(according to Scripture), then one should come to the conclusion that it is not Scriptural.  
This movement is based upon man’s desire for Church-growth by way of a non-biblical 
usage of cell-group structure (personal kingdom-building).  

I have to admit that this program will in fact grow your congregation if you implement it 
according to the model.  However, if your desire is quantity rather than quality then you 
should like this program.  This program fits well within the ideologies and desires of the 
“Mega-church Movement” and the “Word of Faith Movement” that is sweeping through 
modern Christianity today.   

A point to consider with the model of the “12” is, not only did Messiah not use this model 
(at all, or even once) throughout all of Scripture, but it also leads to unhealthy 
competitiveness within the body of Messiah.  According to the Castellanos, “Something 
wonderful happens when God’s people are mobilized. The ‘super star syndrome’ 
disappears and the work is done by all. The real heroes in this vision are the members of 
the church not a handful of its super-anointed leaders.”  What happens to the unsung 
heroes who do their work behind the scenes of the eyes of the Church, but are in full-
view of G-D’s grace?     

Does the “superstar syndrome” really disappear, and does this model place its emphasis 
on the body rather than “super-anointed leaders?”  Not according to the Castellanos, 
“Every Christian has a purpose. That purpose is to win the lost for Jesus. If you don’t 
fulfill that purpose, then you will never be fulfilled. The purpose is best fulfilled within the 
G12 cellular vision. If you don’t fulfill your purpose today, you may never fulfill it at all.”  
Is this what determines our purpose?  I seriously doubt it.  Sounds more like Mormon 
theology to me than Christian.   



In this statement, the Castellanos’ (and all other leaders who adhere to this movement) are 
stating that (in not so many words), “that success and failure are determined by how 
many people you bring into the congregation” (sounds to me a lot like a pyramid scam 
rather than a Biblical method of evangelism and discipleship).  Many people are going to 
get hurt and will eventually believe that they may have fallen out of favor with G-D’s 
“perfect will” for their lives when they can’t make a disciple; “So then neither the one 
who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth” – 1 Cor 
3:7.  “Trust in the L-RD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding…” 
– Pr 3:5.    

In the Scriptures Messiah stated; “Did I Myself not choose you, the twelve, and yet one of 
you is a devil?” – John 6:70.  Is this the model that is the basis for the G12; make 12 
disciples and then determine who among them is a devil?  Messiah actually selected a 
“devil” as one of His twelve.  Maybe this was the reason that G-D chose to reveal a new 
and improved plan to one who is of “The Third Wave” of “Apostolic Reformation.”  How 
does the G12 movement defend this flaw of their strategy?  It doesn’t.  This is one of the 
reasons that it fits so well in the “Mega-church Movement” and the “Word of Faith 
Movement,” it is dependent upon peoples’ lack of Biblical knowledge.  The leaders of 
this movement depend on the fact that those who are involved will not even consider 
examining how this movement stands up to Scripture.  Its success is also based on the 
methods of experiential and so-called spiritual encounter, which is through the seeking of 
“signs and wonders” (another violation of Scripture – Deut 13).     

In order to be a leader in the G12 movement one has to go through what is called, 
“encounter groups.”  There are three levels to the “encounter groups;” 1. Pre-encounter, 
2. Encounter, and 3. Post-Encounter.  These encounter groups are designed to “spiritually 
cleanse” one from sin, and to “free” one from the spiritual bonds that may hinder your 
submission, growth and potential.  You must have an encounter with G-D or it may 
prevent you from being the leader that G-D intended you to be.  One of my first questions 
(among many) is, “how is this of G-D, and where do we find this in Scripture?”  The 
answers are, “it isn’t and we don’t.”  My encounter with G-D, came at Salvation.  Our 
sanctification will not be fully realized here on earth, but in Heaven.       

Nowhere in Scripture do we find the basis for these “encounter groups” nor do we find 
the methods used.  Messiah did not send His disciples out after they had an “encounter.”  
He taught them in His Word, equipped them in His Word and sent them out with His 
Word.  These encounter groups are a form of manipulation used to breakdown the will of 
the willing (or unwilling) participant to submit to the leadership and authority of a pastor 
or other leader.  It has nothing to do with submission to G-D. In one article about 
encounter groups it was said, “One of the basic assumptions of most encounter groups is 
that it is emotionally beneficial to be totally transparent and open. Self-exposure has 
become almost a therapeutic absolute in the encounter movement and influences all that 
is said and done. If a person in an encounter group is opposed to or resistant to acting 
out and speaking out, he is encouraged by the group “to go all the way.” If he resists too 



much he is rejected as up-tight, unreal, rigid, phony, and plastic.”   These “encounters” 3

are more new age and meta-physical then Biblical.   

During these encounters, one must work their way to true submission and cleansing.  If a 
person is recommended by the leadership to “go all the way” in an encounter, then one 
must be considered seriously in need of cleansing. To go all the way one is to go through 
what is call “a marathon.”  “One of the extreme forms of encounter is the marathon, 
during which a highly intensive experience lasts for many hours at a time over a period 
of two or three days. The theory behind the marathon is that, as the experience continues 
hour after hour, the emotions and normal defense system wear down until only the real 
person remains to be dealt with. We can hardly see how a tired, emotionally depleted and 
physically exhausted body represents the real person, but that is the theory behind this 
intensive form of madness.”    4

When I was in the military, we were taught that these were tactics used by the enemy to 
brainwash or draw-out confessions, rather than to cleanse one form spiritually impurities.  
It was never told to us that what the enemy actually wanted was “to cleanse us from the 
sin and spiritual bonds that were hindering us from the leaders that we were intended to 
be”  Then it would seem that in all actuality that the those who were “fortunate enough” 
to be captured by the enemy during war actually benefited from their captors.  Do you see 
how ludicrous this sounds?  Yet, many in the modern world of Christianity have given 
themselves over to their own lusts, and have become captivated by their own sin.  This is 
what it means when sin has ensnared us, “we have become captivated.”  “But each one is 
tempted when he is carried away (captivated) and enticed by his own lust.  Then when 
lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin” – Jam 1:14-15. 

The G12 movement and its segue, “encounter groups,” are not Biblical, but actually 
cultish.  In cultic societies, there are distinctive signs, which mark a cult and its behavior: 
1. Deification of man, 2. Humanizing of G-D, 3. Minimizing of sin and 4. Ostracizing of 
Scripture, also there is the taking away of the reliance upon the Word of G-D and prayer.   

Like those of the “Word of Faith,” “Positive Confession,” “Emergent,” “Seeker-friendly,” 
and “Mega-church” movements, the G12 movement is based upon “the lie” that all men 
would desire to be as gods.  Isn’t this movement a result of revelation beyond that of 
Scripture?  Remember, Mohammed, Joseph Smith and others started false religions 
because of extra-biblical revelation.  “For this reason G-D will send upon them a 
deluding influence so that they will believe the lie” – 2 The 2:11.  

The lie that Paul is referring to is the lie that has been around since the beginning; “…you 
will be as gods” – Gen 3:5.  Can a believer fall for this lie?  Of course.   “If we say that 
we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us” 1 Jon 1:8.    

If you are involved in one of these Churches, then first, pray for the pastor, and second 
consider leaving and finding a good Bible-based Congregation that fears the L-RD and 
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has consideration for doctrine.  There are many good-intended and sincere believers who 
are part of these movements, and believe that they are serving G-D with all of their 
hearts.  However, although their intentions may be good and their sincerity deep, this 
does not excuse one from falling for the deception that has plagued the world of modern 
Christianity.  One cannot use good intentions and sincerity as an excuse, when one stands 
before G-D.  Remember, lust does not always have to do with anything sexual.  Pray and 
ask G-D the Father to guide you and make a way; He will hear you.  

In part two of this article we will further examine the negative results of this movement 
and how the enemy has used it to further his mission of infiltration into the body of 
Messiah; to deceive the elect (Mt 24:24).  

Blessings in Yeshua.              

  !
    
   !!


